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A mask you ask? Optional | find!
Masks lend appeal of a mysterious kind
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"The mirror will only lie, when you look at it through a mask.”
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o\ in Concerto in A Minor
J.S. Bach
M,Elizabeth Wei, violin

o E%e Kleine Nachtmusik

Serenade No. 13 for Strings in G Major
Wolfgang Amadeus Mo:

Franz Sr:lz"* o1

Pyotr llyich Ychaikovsky
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Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart was born in the little| city of Salzburg, Austria to a well-off family.
His father was a bookbinder and a musician while his mother’s family withheld a favorable
reputation in government. Mozart began composing at the budding age of five, where he
scribbled his first concerto. With the encouragement of his father, he continued to grow as an
artist until eventually he toured Europe for the remainder of his childhood. He played for the
nobleman and the common person alike, catering to his audience’s fancies with each new
composition. As he aged, he evolved into one of the most versatile composers of all time. Not
only did he write orchestral pieces, but he also \composed operas, chamber works, and
Masses for the Catholic Church. Mozart became legendary, however died young at the age of

34.

One of his most popular pieces, “Eine Kleine Nachtmusik”, was written towards the end of his
lite, but was not popularized and published until 40 years after his death. Educators have
discovered evidence of a mysterious fifth movement to the four movement piece. The direct
translation of “Eine Kleine Nachtmusik” is “A Little Night Music” and is a serenade. This type
of composition was typically used in courtship dances or rituals; the goal of it was to sound
light and effortless to the listener.

The Romantic time period spanned the early 18th century and lasted throughout the 19th
century. Several great composers; including:Chopin, Mendelssohn, Strauss, Brahms, Dvorak,
Saint-Saens, and Tchaikovsky, arose from this time period. Pyotr llyich Tchaikovsky is
considered to be one of the most popular composers of the Romantic era, and his works have
been integral parts of the classical music repertoire. Romantic music focused on expressing
emotions instead of pleasing the audience, and can be recognized by the drastic changes in
mood and volume of the pieces.

Tchaikovsky, much like several other Romantic composers, took inspiration from notable
literary works. Themes from Romeo and Juliet, an arrangement of the Romeo and Juliet
Overture, retains the spirit of both the original work and the Romantic time period. When the
piece was released, it received a cool reception; however, it has now become a very
recognizable piece and has been used in several movies, shows, and has even been featured
in video games. The Overture exemplifies the tensions and tragedy that Romeo and Juliet
face through the course of the play and uses an agitated tone juxtaposed with a soothing
melody to achieve this. The speed of the piece increases as the tensions between both
families increases, but the speed decreases as Romeo and Juliet begin to fall in love.



"My father, my father, and dost thou not hear -
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www.hebronorchestra.org
Instagram and Twitter @hebronorchestra
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